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NCERT Question Answers 

Q1. Give reasons for the following: 

a) Woodblock print only came to Europe after 1295. 

Ans. In 1985, Marco Polo, a great explorer, returned to Italy. After many year of exploration in china. 

China already had the technology of woodblock printing. Marco Polo brought this knowledge back with 

them. 

 

b)  Martin Luther was in favour of print and spoke out in praise of it.  

Ans. In 1517 the religious reformer Martin Luther wrote 95 thesis criticizing many of the practices and 

rituals of the roman catholic church. The printed copy of it was posted on a church door in Wittenberg. 

It challenge the church to debate his ideas. Luther’s writing was immediately reproduced in vast 

numbers and read widely. This lead to division within the church and to the beginning of the Protestant 

Reformation. Luther’s translation of the New Testament sold 5000 copies within a few weeks and a 

second edition appeared within 3 months. Deeply grateful to print Luther said ‘printing is the ultimate 

gift of God and the greatest one ‘,several scholars in fact, think that print brought about a new 

intellectual atmosphere and help spread the news ideas lead to the reformation. 

 

c) The Roman Catholic Church begin keeping an index of prohibited books from the mid 16th century.  

Ans. Not everyone welcome the printed books and those who did also had fears about it. Many were 

apprehensive of the effects that the easier access to the printed word and the wider circulation of 

books could have on people’s mind. It was feared that if there was no control of what was printed and 

read then rebellious and religious thoughts might spread. If that happened the authority of valuable 

literature would be destroyed. Expressed by religious authorities and monarchs, as well as many 

writers and artists, this anxiety was the basis of widespread criticism of the new printed literature that 

had begin to circulate. 

 

d)  Gandhi set the fight for swaraj is a fight for liberty of speech,, liberty of the press, and freedom of 

association.  
Ans. Mahatma Gandhi said these words in 1922 during the Non-cooperation Movement (1920-22). 

According to him, without the liberty of speech, the liberty of the press and freedom of association, no 

nation can even survive. If the country was to get free from foreign domination, then these liberties were 

quite important. 

 

 

 

 



Q2. Write short note: 

a) The Gutenberg press 

                Or 

 Who was Gutenberg? Examine his contribution in the field of print? 

       Ans. 1) Gutenberg was the son of a merchant and grew up on a large agricultural estate. From his 

childhood he had seen wine and olive presses. Subsequently,, he learnt the art of polishing stones,, became a 

master Goldsmith, and also acquired the expertise to create lead moulds used for making trinkets. 

2) ,Drawing on this knowledge Gutenberg adapted existing technology to design his innovation. 

3) The olive press provided the model for printing press, and moulds were used for casting the metal types 4 

letters of the alphabets. 

4) By 1448, Gutenberg perfected the system the first book he printed was the Bible. about 180 copies were 

printed and it took 3 years to produce them. by the standards of the time was fast production. 

5) Printed books at first closely resembled the return manuscripts in appearance and layout. 

6) Borders were illuminated by hand with foil is an other patterns and illustrations were printed. 

7) Each purchaser could choose the design and decide on the painting schools that would do the illustrations. 

b) Erasmus idea of the printed books. 

Ans. Erasmus, Latin scholar and a Catholic reformer, who criticised the excess of capitalism but kept his 

distance from Luther, expressed as a deep anxiety about printing he wrote in Adages(1508) :  

‘ To what corner of the world do they not fly, these swam of new books? it may be that one her and their 

contributes something worth knowing, but the very multitude of them is hurtful to scholarship, because it 

creates a glut, and even in good things satiety is the most harmful…. printers fill the world with the books, not 

just tripling things, but stupid, ignorant,  scandalous, raving, is religious seditious book, And the number of 

them is such that even the valuable publications use their value’ 

C) The vernacular press act 

Ans. After the revolt of 1857, the attitude to freedom of the press changed. Enraged 

Englishman demanded a clampdown on the native press. As vernacular 

newspapers became assertively nationalist, The colonial government begin 

debating measures of stringent control. in 1878, press act was passed modelled on 

the Irish press laws. Sorry it provided the government with extensive rights to 

censor reports and editorials in the vernacular press. from now on the government 

kept regular track of vernacular newspapers published in different provinces. 

when a report was judged as seditious, The newspaper was warned,, and if the 

warning was ignored, the press was liable to be seized and printing machinery 

confiscated. 



 

Q3. What did the Spread of print culture in 19th century India mean to: 

a) Women 

• Women’s reading there for increased enormously in the middle class 

homes. Liberal husbands. And fathers begin educating their womenfolk 

at home and send them to schools when women schools were setup in 

cities and towns after the mid 19th century.  

• Conservative Hindus believe that literate girl would be widowed and 

the Muslim feared that educated women would be corrupted by 

reading Urdu romances sometimes rebel women defied such 

prohibitions. 

• Her family wanted to read only the Arabic Quran which. She did not 

understand. So she insisted on learning to read a language that was her 

own. In east Bengal in the early 19 century Roche sundari Devi a young 

married girl in a very orthodox household learn to read in the secrecy of 

her kitchen. Later she wrote her autobiography Amar jeevan which was 

published in 1876. It was the first full length autobiography published in 

Bengali language. 

• From the 1860s a few Bengali women like kailash baheti need a b road 

books highlighting the experiences of women about how women were 

imprisoned at home, kept in ignorance Forced to do hard work 

domestic labour and treated unjustly by very people they served. 

• In the 1880s in present day Maharashtra tarabai shinde and pandita 

ramabai road with passionate anger about the miserable lives of the 

upper caste Hindu women specially widows.  

• A woman in a Tamil novel expressed what reading meant to women 

who were so greatly confined by social regulations. 

• They discussed issues like women’s education widowhood, widow 

remarriage and national movement some of them offered household 

and fashion lessons to women and brought entertainment through 

short stories and serialised novels. 

• While Urdu, Tamil, Bengali and marathi print culture had developed 

early, Hindi printing begin seriously only from 1870s. 



• In Punjab, 2, a similar folk literature was widely printed from early 20th 

century ram Chadha published the fast selling istri dhrama vichar which 

are to teach women how to be obedient vibes, the khalsa tract society 

publish cheap booklets with the similar message. 

 

b) The poor 

Ans. Workers in factories worth 2 overworked and lack the education to write 

much about their experiences. Part koshy Baba kanpur mill worker road and 

publish chote aur bade ka sawal in 1938 to show the link between caste and 

class exploitation. The poems of another kanpur mill worker who wrote under 

the name of Sudarshan chakra between 1935 and 1955 were brought together 

and published in a collection called sachi kavityan . .By 1930s a Bangalore 

cotton mill workers setup libraries to educate themselves following the example 

of Bombay workers., these were sponsored by social reformers who tried to 

restrict excessive drinking among them, To bring literacy and sometimes to 

propagate the message of nationalism.  

c)  Reformers 

Ans. From the late 19th century issues of caste discrimination begin to be 

written about it many printed tracks and essays. Jyotiba phule, the Maratha 

pioneer of low cost protest movements, wrote about the injustice of the caste 

system in his gulamgiri. In the 20th century, BR ambedkar in Maharashtra and EV 

ramaswamy naicker In Madras, better known as periyar, road powerfully on 

caste and their writings were read by people all over India. Local protest 

movements and the seats also created a lot of popular journals and tracks 

criticizing ancient scriptures and envisioning a new just future.  

 

Discuss 

Q1. Why did some people fear the effect of easily available printed books? 

Choose one example from Europe and one from India. 

Ans. 1) Print created responsibility of wide circulation of ideas, and introduced a       

new world of debate and discussion. 



 

2) Not everyone welcome the printed book and those who did also had fears 

about it. Many were apprehensive of the effects that the easier access to the 

printed world and the wider circulation of books could leave on people’s mind.        

3) It was feared that if there was no control over what was printed and read then 

rebellious an irreligious thoughts might spread. 

4) If that happened the authority of valuable literature would be destroyed. 

5) Expressed by religious authorities and monarchs as well as many writers and 

artists, this anxiety was the basis of widespread criticism of the new authority 

printed literature that had begun to circulate 

6) This was a time of intense controversies between social and reformers and the 

Hindus orthodoxy over matters like widow immolation, monotheism, brahmanical 

priesthood, and idolatry. 

7) In north India, the realm was deeply anxious about the collapse of Muslim 

dynasties. They feared that colonial rulers would encourage conversion, change 

the Muslim personal laws. To counter this, they used cheap lithographic presses, 

published Persian and Urdu translation of holy scriptures and printed religious 

newspapers and tracts. 

 8) Among Hindus, too, Print encourage the reading of religious text, especially in 

the vernacular languages.  

 

Q2. Explain how print culture assisted the growth of nationalism in India. 

Ans. The print culture(Both Indian press and literature)  played a vital role in the 

growth of nationalism in India. In the beginning of the 19th century, a large 

quantity of national literature was published which brought about a great 

revolution in the minds of Indian people.  It inspired them to fight against British 

imperialism. The contribution of the Indian press in arising the national 

consciousness among the Indian people cant be denied. The daily and weekly 

newspaper published had a great influence on the political life of a country 

newspapers like, the Hindu, the kesari, the Indian mirror, Bombay samachar and 



the amrit bazar patrika played an important role rising the awareness of the 

people. Slowly and steady the print culture worked as a miracle in raising political 

consciousness among the Indians and prepare them for the struggle for 

independence . Despite repressive measures of the government, nationalist 

newspaper grew in numbers in all parts of the country. They reported on colonial 

misrule and encourage nationalist activities. This in turn lead to a reserved section 

of a persecution. And protest. Local protest movement and sets also created a lot 

of popular generals and traps criticizing old scriptures and envision a new future. 

 

Q3. Why did some people in 18th century Europe think that print culture would 

bring enlightenment and end despotism? 

Ans. 1) The spreading of new ideas after the coming of print culture, the ideas of 

scientists and philosophers now became more accessible to the common people. 

Ancient and medieval scientific texts were compiled and published. 

2) Books as Medium of Progress By the eighteenth century, books became a 

medium of spreading progress and enlightenment, which could change society and 

the world. It was also believed that the books could liberate society from 

despotism and tyranny. 

3) Writings of Scholars: The writings of thinkers such as Jean Jacques Rousseau, 

Thomas Paine and Voltaire were also widely printed and could gain popularity. 

Thus their ideas about science, rationality and reasoning found their way into 

popular literature. 

4) Scientific Discoveries: Maps and more accurate scientific diagrams were widely 

printed when scientists like Issac Newton began to publish their discoveries. They 

could influence a much wider circle of scientifically-minded readers 

Q4. What were the effects of the spread of print culture for poor people in the 

19th century India. 

Ans. Public libraries were set up from the early twentieth century, expanding 

access to books. These libraries were located mostly in cities and towns and at 

times in prosperous villages. For rich local patrons, setting up a library was a way 

of acquiring prestige. 



From the late nineteenth century, issues of caste discrimination were written 

about in many printed tracts and essays. 

Jyotiba Phule, the Maratha pioneer of ‘low caste’ protest movements, wrote about 

the injustices of the caste system in his Gulamgiri (1871). In the twentieth century, 

B.R. Ambedkar in Maharashtra and E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker in Madras (better 

known as Periyar) wrote powerfully on caste, and their writings were read by 

people all over India. Local protest movements and sects also created a lot of 

popular journals and tracts, criticising ancient scriptures and envisioning a new and 

just future. 

At the very least, it made pooer people aware of their rights and their place in 

society and Print media showed the way in which they can Improve their lot in life. 

 

Extra Question Answers 

Q1. How were books produced in Europe before print technology?  

Ans. 1) Production of handwritten manuscripts was also organising new days to meet the expanded demand. 

2) Scribes or skilled hand writers were no longer solely employed by wealthy or influential patterns but 

increasingly by booksellers as well. 

3) More than 50 scribes often worked for one bookseller. 

4) But the production of handwritten manuscripts could not satisfy the ever increasing demand for books. 

copying was an expensive, laborious and time consuming business. 

5) Manuscripts were fragile ,awkward to handle, and could not be carried around or read easily. 

 

Q2. Name the countries where print technology developed? 

Ans. The earliest kind of print technology was developed in China, Japan and Korea.  

Q3. Name the first printed book of Japan? 

Ans. Diamond sutra 

Q4. What was ‘Accordian books’? 

Ans. Accordians were first wood block printed book in China which were folded and stitched at the side. 

 

 



Q5. What was the print revolution? 

Ans. It was not just development, a new way of producing books, it transformed the lives of people changing 

their relationship to information and knowledge, and within institutions and authorities influenced popular 

perceptions and open up new ways of looking at things. 

Q6. What was the impact of Print Revolution?  

Ans.  1) With the printing press, a new reading public emerged.  

          2) Printing reduce the cost of books. 

          3) ,The time and labour required to produce each book came down, and multiple copies could be 

produced with greater ease. 

         4) Books flooded the market, reaching out to an ever growing readership. 

         5) Access to books created a new culture of reading. Earlier, reading was restricted to the elites. common 

people lived in a world of oral culture. 

        6) They heard sacred text read out, ballads recited and folk tales narrated. 

        7) Knowledge was transferred orally. People collectively heard a story or saw a performance. 

 

Q7. Enlist the new innovation in the field of printing? 

Ans. 1) By the mid 19th century, Richard M. Hoe Of New York had perfected the power driven cylindrical press. 

This was capable of printing 8000 sheets per hour.  This press was particularly useful for printing newspapers. 

       2) In the late 19th century, the offset press was developed which could print upto 6 colours at a time. 

      3) From the turn of 20th century, electrically operated press accelerated printing operations. 

     4) A series of other developments followed. methods of feeding paper improved, the quality of plates 

became better, automatic paper reels and photo electric controls of the colour register were introduced. 

    5) The accumulation of several individual mechanical improvements transform the appearance of printed 

texts. 

 

Q8. What are the strategies adopted by the publishers to sell the products? 

Ans. 1) Printers and publishers continuously develop new strategies to sell their products. 

2) 19th century periodicals serialised important novels, which give birth to a particular way of writing novels. 

3) In the 1920s in England, popular works were sold in cheap series, called the shilling series. 

4) The dust cover of the book jacket is also a 20th century innovation. 

5) ,With the onset of the Great Depression in the 1930s publishers feared decline in book purchases. To 

sustain buying, they brought out cheap paperback editions. 

 



Q9. Discuss the impacts of print on women,. Children and workers. 

Ans. Impact of print on children: As primary education became compulsory for the late 19th century, children 

became unimportant category of readers. Production of school textbooks became critical for the publishing 

industry. A children’s press, devoted to literature for children done, was setup in France in 1857. This press 

published new works as well as old fairy tales and folk tales. The Grimm brothers in Germany spent years 

compiling traditional folk tales gathered from peasants. what they collected was edited before the stories 

were published in a collection in 1818. 

 Impact of print on women: Women became important as well as writers. Penny magazines Were specially 

meant for women, As were manuals teaching proper behaviour and housekeeping. When novels begin to be 

written in the 19th century, women were as important readers. Some of the best novelist word Jane Austen, 

the Bronte sister, George Eliot. where writings became important in defining a new type of woman a person 

with will, strength of personality, determination and the power to think. 

 Impact of print on workers: Lending libraries had been in existence from the 17th century onwards. In the 19 

Century, lending libraries in England became instruments for educating white collar workers, artisans  and 

Lower middle class people. Sometimes,. Self educated working class people wrote for themselves. After the 

working day was gradually short and from the mid 19th century, workers had some time for self improvement 

and self expression. they wrote political tracks and autobiographies in large numbers. 

 

Q10. Name the first printed book? 

Ans. Bible 

Q11. When did the printing press come to India? 

Ans. It came to India in the mid 16th century with the Portuguese missionaries. 

Q12. What do you mean by despotism? 

Ans. A system of governance in which absolute power is exercised by an individual unregulated by legal and 

exchange news. 

Q13. What led to the print revolution? 

Ans. Shift from handwriting to mechanical printing lead to the print revolution. 

Q14. Name the book which taught woman to be obedient wives. 

Ans. 'Istri Dharma Vichar' taught woman to be obedient wives.  

Q15. When and who began editing the Bengal gazette?  

Ans. James Augustus Hickey begin editing the Bengal Gazette a weekly magazine from 1780. 

Q16. Give the name of the early Gujarati newspaper. 

Ans. Bombay samachar. 

Q17. Name the print edition of Hindu religious text. 

Ans. Ramcharitramanas of tulsidas 



Q18. Who developed the first known printing press? 

Ans. Johann Gutenberg of Germany in 1430s. 

Q19. Who was publisher of ‘Sambad kaumudi’ in 1821? 

Ans. Raja Ram Mohan was the first publisher of sambad kaumudi in 1821. 

Q20. Who known for his contribution to an art form Ukiyo?  

Ans. Kitagawa Utamaro is known for his contribution to an art form called Ukiyo.  

Q21. What is deoband seminary? 

Ans. The deoband seminary founded in 1867,published thousands upon thousands of fate was telling Muslims 

readers how to conduct themselves in their everyday lives and explaining the meanings of Islamic doctrines. 

Q22. Name the 14th century poet whose collected works are known as 

'Diwan'.  

Ans. Hafiz was the 14th century poet whose collected works are known as 'Diwan'.  

Q23. How many thesis did Martin Luther write? 

Ans. He wrote 95 thesis criticizing many of the practices and rituals of Roman Catholic Church. 

Q24. How did the practice of reading and writing increase among women in India in the 19 century? support 

your answer with the help of example. 

Ans. 1) Liberal fathers and husbands begin educating their womenfolk at home. many generals is started 

advocating educating women. 

2) Women in conservative houses begin to learn reading, writing in secrecy. 

3) Women’s world was a small and books became their best companion. 

4) Raj sundari Devi launch to read in the secrecy of her kitchen and wrote her autobiography 'Amar Jiban'.  

5) Kailashbasini Devi wrote books about painful experiences how women has to go through in their families. 

6) Tarabai shined and pandita ramabai wrote about the miserable lives of windows in upper caste Hindu 

families. 

Q25. How did scientists and philosophers in the 18th century Europe find it easier to reach out the people? 

Explain. 

Ans. 1) Periodicals, journals and newspapers in the early 18th century combined information from various 

fields. 

2) That’s how the ideas of the scientist and the philosopher’s became accessible to the common people. 

3) Ancient and medieval scientist text were compile and published, maps scientific diagrams were printed. 

4) Scientist like Isaac Newton .good influence a large number of people in scientific area by publishing their 

discoveries. 



5) Thinkers like Thomas pain, Voltaire and Jean Jacques Russo were also widely read. 

6) Ideas about science , reason and rationality found their way into popular literature. 

Q26. What was the reading mania? Explain the impacts on women children and workers. 

Ans. Unprecedented growth in literacy by settings so many schools and production of books spread reading 

mania. 

 Impact: 

1) Children’s press was setup in France in 1857 

2) New works on old fairy tales and folk tales were published in this press. 

3)  Women became important readers as well as writers. 

4)  penny magazines word specially return on behaviour and housekeeping. 

5)  lending library is emerge for workers.. working classes started writing for themselves. they wrote 

political tracks and autobiographies in large numbers. 

Q27. What was the  vernacular press act? Despite repressive measures of how print culture assisted to the 

growth of nationalism in India. explain with an example. 

Ans. In 1878, this act provided government writes to censor reports and editorials in the vernacular press. if 

they ignore the press used to be confiscated. 

 Despite repressive measures: 

1) Nationalist newspapers grew in numbers in all parts of India 

2)  The reported on colonial misrule and encourage nationalist activities 

3)  In 1907 Balgangadhar tilak wrote about Punjab revolutionaries with great sympathy about them in his 

newspaper kesari. this led to his imprisonment in 1908. it turned to widespread protests all over India. 

Q28. How did issue of caste discrimination begin to be written in printed tracks and essays? explain with 

example. 

Ans. 1) Jyotiba phule, the maratha pioneer of low cost started protest movements. 

2) He wrote about injustice of caste system in his gulamgiri.  

3) Br Ambedkar and EV ramaswamy wrote powerfully on caste.  

4) Their writings were read by people all over India. 

5) Local protest movements and sects also created a lot of journals.  

6) KashiBaba wrote published chhote aur bade ka sawal to show the links between caste and class 

exploitation. 

Q29. What were the 3 difficulties in copying manuscripts? What was the use of printing press? Describe. 

Ans. 1) Copying manuscripts was an expensive business. 

2) It was laborious and time consuming. 

3) Manuscript stem cells were fragile, awkward to handle and could not be easily carried around or read 

easily. 



4) It enabled people to produce books at greater speed. 

5) The production of books in large number created a new culture of reading and enlarge the number of 

readers. 

Q30. What were the features of new books which were produced in Europe after the invention of gutenberg 

press? 

Ans. 1) Printed books resemble greatly the return manuscripts in appearance and layout. 

2) The metal letters imitated the oriental ornamental handwriting styles. 

3) Borders of the books were illuminated by hand with foilage and other patterns. illustrations were printed. 

4) The books printed for the elite hot space for decoration.. a person could choose the design and decide on 

painting school that would do illustrations exclusively for him. 

Q31. Write any 3 innovations printing technology in the 19 century and 20th century Europe. 

Ans. Following innovations witnessed in printing technology in the 19th and 20th century Europe 

1) Power driven cylindrical press capable off printing 8000 sheets per hour. 

2)  offset press was developed which could print 6 colours at a time. 

3)  electrically operated press is developed. 

4)  methods of feeding paper improved. 

5)  quality of plates became better. 

6) Automatic paper reels and photo electric controls of the colour register were introduced. 

Q32. Print culture was responsible for creating the condition for the French Revolution. do you agree with 

the statement? give your own argument. what value did print culture promote. 

Ans. Yes, we agree because 

1) Print culture popularised the ideas of enlightenment thinkers who gave critical commentary or 

traditions, superstitions and despotism. 

2)  Writings of the thinkers like Voltaire, Rousseau etc created consciousness among the people that the 

rules are despotic and rules of people should prevail instead of monarch. 

 

print culture promoted the ideas or values of social and political equality and created awareness 

among the people. 

 

 

 

 

 


